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Meetings are held at Christ Lutheran 
Church, 105 West University Ave., St. Paul 
(across from the State Capitol.)  From the 
west, take 94 to the Marion/Kellog exit.  Go 
left (over the overpass) and turn right at 
University Ave.  Go two stoplights and 
you’ll see the church on your left.  Park in 
the rear, meetings are held in the basement.  
Start 2 p.m. & end at 4 p.m.  Meetings start 
with updates on local Christian music news.  
Original songs are then heard.  MACS 
members may request critique.  Each artist 
will have about 8 minutes to perform a song 
and receive feedback. Please bring at least 10 
copies of the lyrics so the group may follow 
along.  You may perform live or with a tape.  
Piano/Cassette/CD player provided.  
Upcoming meetings are on August 14th, 
September 11th, and October 9th.   
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       When I was a child, our family lived in California. 
                Linda Grant was in my 6th grade class, and I was at  
                the tender age of twelve when I heard her sing and play 

her first original composition.  It was during school, and the whole class 
got to gather around the piano while she sweetly sang her tune.  I 
remember being thrilled to my core at standing so near to that kind of 
creative energy, feeling a mixture of awe that a “normal person” like 
Linda could write such a beautiful song, and a twinge of sadness that I 
had not written one myself.    Try as I might, it was 30 years and a 
family-of-my-own later when I finally rested long enough to put fingers 
to keyboard and compose songs of my own.  It has been 10 years since 
God gave me that first song, and now I have nearly 300 of them.  They 
line my studio walls like packages at Christmas, waiting to be opened at 
just the right moment for just the right person.  What a blessing.   
 

Time has a way of equalizing things.  Wrongs fade into grace, fears into 
stories.  We all have a story to tell.  Some tell it with words, others in a 
tapestry of staff lines, musical notes, chord charts and CDs.  Recently, 
I’ve heard some stories from loved ones left behind after the sudden 
departure into eternity of a dearly beloved soul.  The finest way we can 
honor the memory of those gone home is to tell their story, often and 
well.  Even better, is to tell our own story so well that it becomes a lamp 
to light the way for those coming along behind us.   
 

The Minnesota Association of Christian Songwriters exists to 
encourage, educate, and equip songwriters called to use their gifts of 
music to Glorify God, edify the body of Christ and point the way to 
Jesus.  We would welcome the opportunity to hear any part of your story 
at our next meeting, August 14, 2005.  We meet at Christ Lutheran 
Church at 105 West University Avenue on Capitol Hill in St. Paul.  Our 
meetings start at 2:00 pm and last for about 2 hours.  Come and hear 
some stories.  You might find yourself humming along. 

 

Blessings, 
 

Rev. Julie Jacobs 
President, MACS 
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 - Romans 15:13 
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FMN: Music Needed For Documentary Feature Film 
Submission Deadline: Ongoing   Price: $10.00 
Music needed for Documentary Feature Film "Your Child is a Great Gift from God". The filmmaker is willing to 
consider a wide variety of musical styles including instrumental music and songs, religious, rap, R& B, classical, and 
country as long as the music reflects the themes of the film: songs about children - especially childbirth, relationships 
between child and parent, and children dreaming. Compensation is negotiable upon selection.  
More Info: http://www.filmmusic.net/sbfmexpress.html 

2005 John Lennon Songwriting Contest 
Submission Deadline: August 15, 2005    Price: $30.00 
The John Lennon Songwriting Contest is open year-round (two Sessions) and is open to amateur and professional 
songwriters. John Legend, Fergie of the Black Eyed Peas, Ken Komisar (VP of A&R at Sony Records), Jake Hill (Spin 
Magazine Publisher) and The Bacon Brothers comprise the panel of judges. Winners will receive EMI Publishing 
Contracts, Studio Equipment from Brian Moore Guitars, Roland, Edirol and Audio Technica, 1,000 CDs in full color 
with premium 6-panel Digipaks courtesy of Discmakers, and gift certificates from Musiciansfriend.com. “Lennon” and 
“John Lennon” are trademarks of Yoko Ono Lennon. All artwork ©Yoko Ono Lennon. Licensed exclusively through 
Bag One Arts, Inc. 
More Info: http://www.jlsc.com 

International Songwriting Competition 2005 
Submission Deadline: September 15, 2005   Price: $30.00 
Enter your songs now. OVER $100,000 IN CASH AND PRIZES! The International Songwriting Competition (ISC) has 
the most prestigious panel of judges of any songwriting contest in the world. Here is your chance to have your music 
heard by some of the most high-profile and influential figures in the music industry! 2005 ISC Judges include: 
Darryl McDaniels (Run D.M.C.); LeAnn Rimes; Macy Gray; Tara Griggs-Magee (Executive VP Gospel/Urban Music, 
Sony Records); Michael McDonald (President, ATO Records); Chris Parr (VP of Music Programming & Talent 
Relations, CMT); Barbara Sedun (VP Creative, EMI Music Publishing Canada); Monte Lipman (President, Universal 
Records); Steve Vai; and many more to be announced. 
More Info: http://www.songwritingcompetition.com 

Billboard Song Contest 2005 
Submission Deadline: September 1, 2005    Price: $30.00 
From the world's leading authority on music comes this year's biggest search for the best and brightest new songwriting 
talent. The 13th Annual Billboard Song Contest is your chance to be heard by some of the biggest names in the music 
business. There are over $30,000 in prizes that could help skyrocket your career, including musical equipment, song 
placement on the 13th Contest Winners CD, a subscription to Billboard Magazine and much, much more. Plus, all 
entries will receive a personal song evaluation – and the top 1500 songwriters will receive an honorable mention 
certificate. Don’t miss this opportunity that could offer you unparalleled professional exposure.  
More Info: http://www.billboard.com/songcontest 
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Wendy Vickers, founder of Embrace Encouragement brought a wonderful message to our June MACS meeting.  

 Here are some excerpts from her talk. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“Encouragement is so important!   It is life altering!!  Not only for the person who gets it…but also for the one who 
gives it.  Romans 12:8 is an affirmation for me that encouragement is a spiritual gift. 
 
We embrace encouragement in three ways: 

- As artists, we receive encouragement from those who support us 
- We give encouragement to others 
- We believe in ourselves by believing the fans that believe in us 

 Fan support is a two way street. Maybe you have only thought of it in terms of applause, gig attendance and product 
sales.  If I could sum up what fans want most of all from an artist, it’s not only to be reached through your work… but 
also to be able to reach back in return. It’s a great privilege to give back something positive that the artists bring to us. I 
see this all the time in my own fan journeys.                                                                                   (Continued on page 5) 
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Please fold this page, stamp, and return survey to the address on the reverse side: 
Minnesota Association of Christian Songwriters, PO Box 120912, New Brighton, MN 55112 

or Email to:  julie@music2glory.com    
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PO Box 120912 
New Brighton, MN 55112 
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Place 
Postage  
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(Wendy Vickers, continued) 
That’s why it’s so important to always embrace the positive, well-meaning encouragement you receive from your fans, no 
matter what kind of a gig you’ve had.  Maybe you had an “off” performance night. Maybe you didn’t feel you were in the 
pocket as often as you expected to be. But if people come up to you and tell you they thought you were great, that is exactly 
what it means to them.  They’re not blowing smoke. They are there to be an encouragement for you. Even though you didn’t 
think you reached anyone, they felt you got through to them. So, don’t beat yourself up or diffuse it by saying how lousy you 
thought you were. Remember, the hearts’ desire of the fan is to reach you, too. Say thank you and show your appreciation. 
Also, don’t cut down your abilities publicly. Modesty is always an admirable trait…but don’t take it to the extreme. The fans 
that have spent the better part of a year or so communicating to you why they think you’re the best singer are going to feel 
badly if you say in an interview that you don’t have much confidence in your vocal abilities or your performance. That tells 
the fans they have not been successful in getting the message through to you…which can be very disappointing and will 
make fans wonder, well, what’s the point of saying anything at all. And there you go letting some of the treasures slip 
through your fingers.  
 

You may also have some concerns about the type of encouragement you receive from your listeners. How much is too much? 
Use discernment and listen to your intuition…it’s your most reliable source.  
 

- Give encouragement to others. 
You could be used as a tool for encouragement. Do not, repeat, do not pass up this opportunity no matter what. My dad 
passed away earlier this month. After I had gotten the call from my sister, I went online and started writing e-mails to folks 
to spread the news. In the middle of writing my message, I got a note from a person who was a musician and actor. Many 
people have been telling him he should be recording or perhaps be in radio, but he just didn’t seem to get the breaks and was 
at the point of depression. This person was doing some karaoke one evening and someone walked up to him and gave him 
my e-mail address and said, “do this”. I have no idea who this person was who gave this fellow my address, and the person 
said in his note he didn’t know who I was but he felt he should act on it. Here I was writing to people to tell them my dad had 
passed and it would have been easy for me to say I can’t deal with responding to this right now. But I felt compelled to not 
pass on it. I wondered if God were using me to reach this person. I explained my situation and told him I would park his e-
mail but return to it. He wrote back and told me I was the only one who ever extended that sort of courtesy in that situation. I 
did get to his e-mail, liked what he shared and fortunately I did have a resource I was able to recommend to him. 
 

If you’ve learned something, share it. If you see someone with a great talent, point it out and lift them up. MACS is a great 
example of this in action, with sharing, networking and mentoring each other. Believe me, the good you give will come back 
to you. Some people have a fear that if they give their expertise to someone, they will lose their opportunities to them. That 
reminds me of Matthew 25: if you share your talents you will prosper, but if you hide them selfishly, you won’t. But so 
often, you will find that the good you give will come back to you. 
 

- Believe in ourselves. 
Sometimes that’s hard to do when you’re a creative person and you are facing rejection and things aren’t coming together as 
you’ve hoped…just yet. There’s a reason why I paused there.  You know deep down inside why you’re doing what you’re 
doing. You have a God given talent, a calling, or a message. Trust it. Things don’t always happen on our timetable…or 
exactly in the way you planned. It may not be the showcase opportunity that’s going to make you memorable. Lots of times, 
it’s that thing that comes out of left field. Somebody saw your website link in some odd place, went to hear your sound clip 
and was touched by what they heard.  
 

There’s an emerging and powerful way to embrace and accept encouragement for yourself. By partnering with someone who 
can hold up a mirror to your thoughts, plans and goals.  In the process of this dynamic, possibilities can be revealed to you 
that you hadn’t realized, or thought of because it might have been stuck down in your surface someplace, or it hasn’t been 
seen with fresh eyes before. For you it might be where you’re going with your work, how to communicate how unique you 
are, how do I get this gig, what do I say in my bio, etc. That’s where coaching comes in. I began training as a Life coach this 
year and I hope to use this experience as an encouragement tool with musicians just getting started in sharing their gifts with 
audiences, or those wanting to take it to a next level. I would love for you to try a sample session with me! 
 

To sum up: embrace encouragement by accepting it from your fans, encouraging others, and believing in yourself. Bless the 
world with your gifts!” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Wendy Vickers would love to hear from you.  She can be reached at: 

www.wendyv.com                  www.embraceencouragement.com 
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A. Supporting/Family Membership: Dues of $20.00  Benefits are: Receipt of all promotional material, the MACS newsletter, monthly meeting 
song critique, access to the MACS library, membership card (for discounts at selected businesses) and any other benefits provided in the 
future.  

B.  Sponsor Membership: If you are interested in sponsoring MACS, there are three categories for sponsorship: General Sponsorships are 
available for $100.  You will receive a ¼ page ad in the quarterly MACS newsletter (like ads below), and may post your business logo and link 
on the MACS website.  Associate Corporate Sponsor is at the $250. level.  These sponsors will receive ½ page ad space in the quarterly 
newsletter and may post your business logo and link on the MACS website.  Supporting Corporate Sponsor is at the $500. level.  These 
sponsors will receive a whole page ad in the MACS quarterly newsletter.  In addition to the link/logo on the website, Supporting Corporate 
Sponsors will receive advertising space on the sponsorship page of the website. 

If you are interested, mail applicable dues to MACS, PO Box 120912, New Brighton, MN 55112.  Please make checks payable to Minnesota Association 
of Christian Songwriters.  Thank You! 
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