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The lyrics of a popular “oldie” came to me the atay along with a bit of a chill down my spine...s &ve approach
Valentine’s day, and “love is in the air” for marlge question arises in my mind whether love hashamg to do with it
at all, really. Ads for gifts of red-hearts, boetgiand candy favor little of love’s true meaning.

The Bible says in 1 John 4:10-11: “This is lovet that we loved God, but that He loved us and BenSon to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loves, we also ought to love one another.” So oftdren we see anott
in need, it is easy to look the other way, hopimgeone else will rise to the occasion. | found #tory to illustrate
what true love really has to do with anything.

“On a cold day in 1942, inside a Nazi concentratamp, a lone, young boy looks beyond the barbeel and sees a
young girl pass by. She too, is moved by his preseln an effort to give expression to her feedjrghe throws a red
apple over the fence -- a sign of life, hope, awt| The young boy bends over, picks up the apptay of light has
pierced his darkness.

The following day, thinking he is crazy for evertetaining the notion of seeing this young girl iag&e looks out
beyond the fence, hoping. On the other side ob#rbed wire, the young girl yearns to see agasttagic figure who
moved her so. She comes prepared with apple in. hBedpite another day of wintry blizzards andlgtglair, two
hearts are warmed once again as the apple passethebarbed wire. The scene is repeated foraskedays.

The two young spirits on opposite sides of the édiook forward to seeing each other, if only fonament and if only
to exchange a few words. The interaction is alvaempanied by an exchange of inexplicably heergefieelings. A
the last of these momentary meetings, the younggbests his sweet friend with a frown and saysnidoow, don't
bring me an apple, 1 will not be here. They aredggnme to another camp.” The young boy walks away
heartbroken to look back.

From that day forward, the calming image of theetvggrl would appear to him in moments of angulsér eyes, her
words, her thoughtfulness, her red apple, all veerecurring vision that would break his nighttimeeats. His family
died in the war. The life he had known had allNmnished, but this one memory remained alive ané gan hope.

In 1957 in the United States, two adults, both ignaunts, are set up on a blind date. "And whereweu during the
war?" inquires the woman. "l was in a concentratamp in Germany," the man replies. "l rememhesed to throw
apples over the fence to a boy who was in a coratgort camp,” she recalls. With a feeling of shdblk, man speaks.
"And did that boy say to you one day, 'Don't brargapple anymore because | am being sent to arcgheg?™ "Why,
yes," she responds, "but how could you possiblyktimt?" He looks into her eyes and says, "l was young boy."
There is a brief silence, and then he continuesad separated from you then, and | don't ever tealné without you
again. Will you marry me?" They embrace one ancéiseshe says, "Yes."

On Valentine's Day 1996, on national telecast ef@prah Winfrey show, this same man affirmed hdueng love to
his wife of forty years. "You fed me in the contation camp," he said, "you fed me throughoutradse years; now, |
remain hungry if only for your love." (Story coesty of Gibson Productions, 1999)

The darkest moments of one's life may carry theseéthe brightest tomorrow. Maybe that's whaeldas to do with
it.

Rock on... Julie Jacobs, President
MACS 28/
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GMA Week is a little early this year, from April 1 — 5, 2006. The GMA is
hosting this weeklong music conference, titled
There will be over 100 concerts from well-known industry artists, an
array of workshops and classes (including an all-new Indie Impact
class). Taking place in Nashville, this event offers every-level musician

opportunities to improve their craft. For more information visit online:
http://www.gospelmusic.org/events/summaryDetail.aspx?aid=9&pid=33
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In honor of National Black History
month, | highly recommend that
everyone go right to this link to

hear an amazing song about Rosa

Parks. You'll need to click on her

picture on the left column:
http://www.jefffamesmusic.com

Jeff James is a local singer/
songwriter that has recently moved
home to Minnesota after years of
working in Nashville. His music is
as honest and humble as he is in
person. This song about Rosa
Parks is very moving. Enjoy!
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